[Allogeneic bone marrow transplantation in the treatment of (lysosomal) storage diseases].
The first report of a positive effect of allogeneic bone marrow transplantation (BMT) on the clinical course in a patient with a lysosomal storage disease was described in 1981. Since then, over 200 patients have been treated in this way but data are scarce and fragmentary. Allogeneic BMT involves replacement of the patient's haemopoietic system by that of a donor. The new cells that repopulate the body can correct the metabolic disturbance. Most experience with allogeneic BMT was gained in patients with mucopolysaccharidosis type I, metachromatic leukodystrophy and adrenoleukodystrophy. Allogeneic BMT reduces the amount of storage material in internal organs: skeletal abnormalities and neurological symptoms are at best stabilized. Transplantation-related mortality and morbidity are high. The applicability of allogeneic BMT is limited.